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About the Authors 
NADIA B. AHMAD 
Nadia B. Ahmad is a visiting assistant professor at Pace Law School. 
Professor Ahmad’s research explores the intersections of energy law and 
the environment and draws on international investment law, energy justice, 
corporate best practices, and corporate social responsibility. Alongside her 
scholarship on energy law and the environment, Professor Ahmad also 
writes about women’s legal rights in South Asia and the Middle East. 
Professor Ahmad earned an undergraduate degree in Comparative Literature 
with language emphases in Latin and English from the University of 
California at Berkeley with high honors, a law degree (JD) from the 
University of Florida, Levin College of Law, and a masters of law (LLM) in 
Environmental and Natural Resources Law from the University of Denver 
Sturm College of Law.  
LINDA R. CRANE 
Linda R. Crane is a Professor of Law and former Associate Dean of The 
John Marshall Law School in Chicago, Illinois. Professor Crane attended 
the University of Illinois at Urbana, Illinois, graduating in 1977 before 
entering Northwestern University, where she graduated from both the 
School of Law and its J.L. Kellogg Graduate School of Management in 
1981. 
Since 1989, she has been a member of the full-time faculty of The John 
Marshall Law School, where she teaches Property Law, Commercial Law, 
Federal Securities Regulation, Race and Gender in the Law, Elder Law and 
Agency, and Partnerships and Unincorporated Entities. In 1994, she was 
granted tenure at John Marshall, and in 2000, she was promoted to the rank 
of Full Professor. From 2004 to 2007, she served as Associate Dean for 
Faculty Development—a role in which she was responsible for mentoring 
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faculty and managing institutional resources that were designated for 
faculty use both inside and outside of the classroom. In this role, Associate 
Dean Crane took a special interest in understanding the needs of John 
Marshall’s hundreds of adjunct faculty and in including them in more 
aspects of campus life, especially promoting teaching effectiveness training 
programs. 
Professor Crane has served on many important not-for-profit trustee 
boards as a means of exerting her influence over issues about which she 
cares most deeply: education, fair elections, and hunger. She is currently a 
Trustee for The Chicago State University Foundation, the Midwestern 
People of Color Legal Scholarship Conference, Inc. (of which she was an 
incorporator in 1990), and the Greater Chicago Food Depository. She is 
former member of the Board of Trustees of The Law School Admissions 
Council (LSAC), and past board president of both The Cabrini-Green 
Tutoring Program and The Legal Elections in All Precincts Research and 
Educational Fund, Inc. (Project LEAP), which was a private fair elections 
watchdog agency that worked tirelessly for more than 30 years to fight 
fraud and to increase fairness and transparency in governmental elections in 
the city of Chicago. Today, she regularly serves as an attorney 
troubleshooter and Hearing Officer for the Chicago Board of Elections 
Commissioners. 
Professor Crane has authored numerous articles for law journals on 
various subjects, including family law, legal education, commercial law, 
and civil rights. Her current scholarship consists of a series of articles about 
the island-nation of Cuba that are based on her experiences and 
observations acquired during her four professional research missions there 
to date. Always concerned with the practical application of the subject 
matter that she researches and writes about in her scholarly work, she has an 
impressive record of “walking the walk.” Since 2002, she has practiced law 
in her firm, Crane Law Group, P.C., where she represents small business 
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owners and their families with asset protection strategies, estate planning, 
and trust and probate administration. 
DASH DEJARNATT 
Dash DeJarnatt recently graduated cum laude from the Seattle University 
School of Law. His inspiration for writing this article came from 
volunteering for a year with the King County Bar Association's Volunteer 
Legal Services. During that time, Dash encountered many clients who were 
denied opportunities due to their criminal records. Dash will likely continue 
to do pro bono work with criminal record vacations, bankruptcy assistance, 
and debt defense, while focusing on a career in business law, regulatory 
compliance, and the alcohol industry.  
LAURA HARMON 
Laura Harmon is a 2014 JD graduate of the Seattle University School of 
Law where she served as a Research and Technical Editor for the Seattle 
Journal for Social Justice. Laura received her BA in Mathematics and 
History from Occidental College in Los Angeles, California. Through her 
studies and work experience in law school, she focused on issues of 
criminal victim's rights as well as child sexual abuse cases. She worked on 
such issues at the King County Prosecuting Attorney's Office, the 
Snohomish County Prosecuting Attorney's Office, and the US Attorney's 
Office for the Western District of Washington. She also served as a judicial 
extern to The Honorable Robert J. Bryan in the United States District Court 
for the Western District of Washington. 
BERTA ESPERANZA HERNÁNDEZ-TRUYOL 
Professor Berta Esperanza Hernández-Truyol is a Levin, Mabie & Levin 
Professor of Law at the University of Florida, Levin College of Law in 
Gainesville, Florida. Professor Hernández-Truyol teaches courses in 
International Law, International Human Rights, and Globalization. She 
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earned her BA from Cornell University, her JD from Albany Law School of 
Union University, and an LLM in International Legal Studies from New 
Your University School of Law. Professor Hernández-Truyol has published 
numerous articles concerning International Law and Human Rights. 
JOU-CHI (GEORGE) HO 
Jou-Chi Ho is an international student from Taiwan. Ho graduated with a 
Bachelor of Business Administration from Providence University in 
Taiwan. In 2008, he came to the United States to study and received a 
masters degree in Public Administration at the University of Washington in 
Seattle. After that, Ho moved to the Deep South to pursue his law degree at 
Mississippi College School of Law in Jackson, Mississippi.  
During his legal education, Ho authored numerous academic papers 
analyzing complex issues, and made presentations at national conferences 
around the country. Along with his article in this journal, he published two 
other papers. Ho received a Second Place Award for one of his papers in the 
Southeast-Southwest People of Color Conference Law Student Writing 
Competition in 2013. He also earned recognition in the National Order of 
Scribes from the American Society of Legal Writers. In his classes, Ho 
received several Best Paper Awards and the Dean’s List award. Jo-Chi Ho 
graduated with his Juris Doctorate in May of 2014. Currently, he is 
preparing to become a future licensed attorney.  
TAYYAB MAHMUD 
Professor Tayyab Mahmud joined Seattle University School of Law in 
2006, and is Director of the Center for Global Justice. He served as the 
Associate Dean for Research and Faculty Development from 2007 to 2009. 
He holds a PhD in Political Science, and before going to law school taught 
International Relations and Political Science at various universities in 
Pakistan and the United States. A graduate of University of California 
Hastings College of the Law, he is licensed to practice in California and 
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Pakistan. His has worked with the California Attorney General's Office, the 
Los Angeles District Attorney's Office, the San Francisco-based firm Pettit 
and Martin, and the Pakistan-based firm Walker Martineau Saleem. He 
started his career as a law professor at Cleveland-Marshall College of Law 
in 1989. He was a Law and Public Affairs (LAPA) Fellow at the Woodrow 
Wilson School of Public and International Affairs at Princeton University in 
2011–2012, and a Visiting Scholar at Harvard Law School in 1997–1998. 
Between 2004 and 2006, he was Professor of Law and Chair, Global 
Perspectives Group, at the John Marshall Law School in Chicago. 
From 2006 to 2008, Professor Mahmud was Co-President of the Society 
of American Law Teachers (SALT), an organization of progressive law 
teachers working for justice, diversity, and academic excellence. Currently, 
he serves on the Advisory Committee of the Board of Governors of SALT, 
and the Steering Committee of the Board of Directors of Latina/o Critical 
Legal Studies, Inc. (LatCrit). He has served on the editorial boards of The 
American Journal of Comparative Law, Hastings International and 
Comparative Law Review, Journal of Third World Legal Studies, and the 
Journal of Humanities Research. 
Professor Mahmud has published extensively in the areas of comparative 
constitutional law, human rights, international law, legal history, and legal 
theory. His primary research areas are critical legal theory, colonial legal 
regimes, international law, and post-colonial legal systems. His current 
research is focused on neoliberal political economy and extra-constitutional 
usurpation and exercise of power in post-colonial states. 
ALFREDO MIRANDÉ 
Alfredo Mirandé is Professor of Sociology and past Chair of Ethnic 
Studies at the University of California, Riverside. After earning a BS in 
Social Science from Illinois State University and MA and PhD degrees in 
Sociology from the University of Nebraska, he received a Juris Doctorate 
(JD) from Stanford University. He is the author of The Age of Crisis, Harper 
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& Row; La Chicana; The Mexican American Woman, University of 
Chicago Press; The Chicano Experience, University of Notre Dame Press; 
Gringo Justice, University of Notre Dame Press; Hombres y Machos: 
Masculinity and Latino Culture, Westview Press; The Stanford Law 
Chronicles: ‘Doin' Time on the Farm’, University of Notre Dame Press; 
Rascuache Lawyer: A Theory of Ordinary Litigation, University of Arizona 
Press, 2011; and Jalos USA: Transnational Community and Identity, 
University of Notre Dame Press, 2014. Professor Mirandé has published 
widely in Sociology, Chicano Studies, and Law and has a small, largely pro 
bono law practice. 
JOSÉ MARÍA MONZÓN 
José María Monzón is a Professor of General Theory and Philosophy of 
Law and a Researcher at the Instituto de Investigaciones Jurídicas y 
Sociales, and “Ambrosio L. Gioja” Facultad de Derecho at the Universidad 
de Buenos Aires, Argentina. He is a PhD and Professor of Law and Society. 
KELLI RODRIGUEZ CURRIE 
Kelli Rodriguez Currie is a 2014 graduate of the Seattle University 
School of Law, where she earned both a JD and a Masters of Sport 
Administration and Leadership. She graduated from California University 
of Pennsylvania in 2011, where she earned a Bachelor of Science in Sport 
Management. During her time in law school, Kelli served as an Article 
Editor for the Seattle Journal for Social Justice and worked as an intern 
with the Seattle University Athletic Department. 
Kelli focused her study in the area of sport law with the desire to 
advocate for increased representation for collegiate student-athletes. In 
addition to exploring the legal questions surrounding student-athlete 
eligibility, her thesis research examined student-athletes’ satisfaction with 
the communications they received regarding eligibility requirements and 
how important they believed those communications to be. Kelli’s multi-
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disciplinary approach to her field and academic achievement earned her 
recognition as a finalist for the Wallace Loh Academic Excellence Award. 
FRANCISCO VALDES 
Francisco Valdes, Professor of Law, earned a BA in 1978 from the 
University of California at Berkeley, a JD with honors in 1984 from the 
University of Florida College of Law, and a JSM in 1991 and a JSD in 1994 
from Stanford Law School. Between law school and graduate work, he 
practiced as a civil commercial litigator with Miami and San Francisco law 
firms, and taught as an adjunct professor at Golden Gate Law School. In 
1991, while working on his JSD dissertation for Stanford, he joined the 
faculty at California Western School of Law in San Diego, receiving tenure 
in 1994, before joining the University of Miami (UM) faculty in 1996. At 
UM, he co-founded the law school's Center for Hispanic & Caribbean Legal 
Studies and its Spain Study-Abroad Summer Program, serving as co-
director of each. Since 2008, he also has served as founding Faculty 
Advisor to the UM Race and Social Justice Law Review. In 2010, Dr. 
Valdes was designated a Dean's Distinguished Scholar, and appointed 
founding Director of the UM Junior Faculty Development program to 
ensure the well-rounded progress of newer faculty. 
Dr. Valdes's work focuses on constitutional law and theory, Latina/o 
legal studies, critical outsider jurisprudence and Queer scholarship. Since 
1995, Dr. Valdes has contributed regularly to LatCrit symposia and 
publications to help elucidate LatCrit approaches to knowledge-production, 
critical theory, and academic activism. During this time, Dr. Valdes's work 
on constitutional theory, critical race studies, and queer scholarship also has 
been published in numerous law reviews, other academic journals, and 
various book anthologies, including both specialty and mainstream venues. 
In 2002, Dr. Valdes edited (with Angela Harris and Jerome Culp) the 
collection of essays, Crossroads, Histories and Directions: A New Critical 
Race Theory. Currently, Dr. Valdes is working with other RaceCrit/LatCrit 
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scholars on Social Justice in Local and Global Context: From Critical 
Theory to Legal Action, a multi-media theory-practice reader based on 
critical outsider jurisprudence for West Publishing. He also is 
developing Law, Academy and Society: Critical Outsider Studies, US Legal 
Culture and Transnational Justice Agendas, an e-book project, while 
continuing work on Progresismo Juridico y Teoria Critica, a translation 
(into Spanish) of his selected publications. He also continues to work 
actively on varied essays, articles, and book chapters relating to law, theory, 
policy, and justice.  
Dr. Valdes served as founding co-chair of LatCrit, Inc., has served on 
many professional boards, and is active in many diverse organizations and 
journals dedicated to law and social justice, including the American 
Association of Law Schools (AALS), the Society of American Law 
Teachers (SALT), and the Law and Society Association (LSA). He also 
serves as Founding Editor of Discrimination, Law and Justice, one of the 
earliest and most successful e-journals of the Social Science Research 
Network (SSRN). In 2002, Dr. Valdes received the Clyde Ferguson Award 
of the AALS Minority Groups Section. In 2004, he also received the 
Extraordinary Service Award from the National Conference of the Regional 
People of Color Scholarship Conferences. In 2006, Dr. Valdes was invited 
to deliver the Jerome McCristal Culp Memorial Lecture and, more recently, 
he received in 2010 the SALT Great Teacher Award. 
Dr. Valdes regularly speaks at academic conferences and similar events, 
and teaches in the areas of US constitutional law, outsider jurisprudence, 
law and popular culture, and comparative law. He also conducts seminars, 
workshops, and mini-courses internationally on these or related topics. Born 
in La Habana, Cuba, Dr. Valdes now lives in Miami Beach, Florida, with 
Peppy, his friend (and dog). 
 
